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r O PoINT out the errors and follies of 
PLE 

4 op: mankind, is not only an invidious, but 
* 

a diſagreeable taſi; yet, not witkr⸗ 
ſlanding the diſcouragement of ſuch amunder- 
taking, I cannot help thinking it the duty of 
every honeſt man to oppoſe, by all means in 


his power, every meaſure, or ſyſtem, that 
appears prejudicial to ſociety: And' ſurely when 


he fees the fundamental rights of his country 
infringed by a ſetiof preſumptuous and deſign- 
ing men, it then becomes more particularly 


incumbent upoh him te give the alm. 
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2  lhoLunhens * theſe mottbes dlond; 4 [have 
at different times took up my pen in defence 
of the conſtitutional liberties of my country, 
and tho' my well-meant endeavours have been 
attended with many unpleafing, becauſe un- 
merited, conſequences to myſelf, yet I ſhall 
never regret the having done what my heart 


aſſures me is right, „„ 3 


* 


% 3 
Pexaars no age, or deri of hiſtory, can 
out ſuch attempts as have lately been 


made to byert the laws and liberties of- this 
country, or to diſcountenance every thing that 

is good and praiſe-worthy. This ſtrange de- 
generacy of manners and principles, has been 
a work of time; for notwi 


tural propenſity of mankind to evil, Jam con- 
vinced that it is only by degrees that men are 
brought to the commiſſion of arociou crimes ; 


"at once, _ : 
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"Pexarr endeavour to "aceount for this ' fla- 


a Sorel of morals, o far at leaff as 5 it 
affect government, and to aſſign the true "cauſe 
of | our national diſorders. ' Being far from the 
ſectic'of public action, * may pofſibiy be wrong 
in my "ſpeculations," or in the Teafons I afigh 
for le almoft* general corruption which Has 
crept in among v us, and Which e can 'only be 


ſuppreſſed by: A virtuous and unreniitting op ppo- 4 , 


Ms in to bad men, a nd bad meilufes. 5 hw” 4 
il 010; eminem dent 203 fiinf of Saigon 
+ 1 5 NEED carry my enquiry, ve furiber back, 0 
account for the change in aur. political . 
fave to the court of his, late e the rings 
bim; ; and it us ib no, qty Saha 
politics, in thoſe who, knew his family ,and 
principles, to foreſee the dreadful; effects of 
his growing influence. This reminds me of 
; what a late we orthy old officer once told me: 
; He faid, that one gay, een to his 
Co- 
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1 the dangerous illneſs of the late * 


2111 


© old King, t. the e latter replied ;, a . forbid, 8 
friend, that, his Majeſty, ſhould « die i in our time 
| for wt he does die, Lord. B., will rule this 
Fg * and he will rule at with a vd 06 iron; 
00. indeed what. followed gig. but too, fully 
Jig he ableryation,. or, rather, prediion 
Brought up Wane in the, rike i 
% - frary power, even the exemplary fate of ate 
4 Stewarts Was not ſufficient. to deter him from 
ende vouring 5 inſtil the ſame maxims into his 
Nopal. ppb; Kew far he has ficcceded I will 
dot pletend tö iy; but holt the many great 
W 300d quatities ör His prefent Majelty, 't 
Hattet tnyfelf that the e pertlicioiis deſigns of hi 
teacher, will not f prove I Sfettunl as he 5 
um. Tam toll, "that fla man cbuld be tnors 
Fitted for the purpdſe of corrußtion Heikniew 
Kew 4 ti to Watch the weak K6ur, and Fafa 
an the heart 7 No one knew Welk. to nit the | 


* h 1 and wake it wear the 4 ab 
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beuge of virtue! ; He had abilities Ga if Sent 
to warp: the good. diſpoſition even of a | Marcus 
Aurelius... _ That, rooted aſcendancy "he had ag 
quired i in the court of the Prince of . ſeemed | 


Sw wt bc 


kb increaſe; PAP. his prefene MF, 's eee 


we of truſt ith ercatures of bis o own. l 
nd, e meaſure was taken that, political 
— — could inſpire to render his Flag 
power. ſucceſsful, My Lord Chatham N 
greatly miſtaken ben he laid do the, mag 
wanted wiſdom,” for had. bis freophants 
depepdants always acted with the ſame caption 
that he did, our. ruin would have, been i | Ingyin 
table 3 but the rapacity of theſe, harpies w. was 
too eager to be ſatisfled by common means, and 
by endeavouring to graſp at every thing at once, 
they "Ulkovered"/the * "Black deen of f their 
leader. « ie 
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1 che navy and ariny were (out of | 
torn) given to bis retainers,” All the le 
offices were filled up in the ſame way; but as 
theſe” injuſtices were only done to individuals 
who had no great power or intereſt, their feeble 
Somplaints, as too frequently happen. were 
not attended to. Blinded with power, and 
J elated with theſe ſmall ſucceſſes, he now ven- 
tbred upon the exertion of 4 much higher au- 
| rity, and when any oppoſition was made to 
his "meaſures, the old and faithful ſervants of 
the crown were not only diſcharged from their 
places, but attempts made to wreſt from them 
| thoſe honours and emoluments, which had 
been acquired bye the 1 and enen bed their 
anceſtors. 1 hi. 1 
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„ at cls th time _ 3 If 
varded, - for endeavouring to corrupt the 
morals of the people. The old exploded doc- 


ly trine of non-reſiſtance and paſſive obedience, 
| fi 9 
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re-echoed from all parts, and every mea . 
ſure was male uſe of to divert the attention of 
the public from what was going forward at the 
helm. Nay, ſo far were matters carried, that 
if any one hinted a diſlike of what was done 

by the miniſter, he and his family, whatever 
| pretenſions they might have, were marked out 
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as victims of —— vengeance. * S213 By 
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THrrse are not bare random aſſertions, or 
the effect of any perſonal enmity to the Thand: 
The facts are recent, and too well kindwn to 
be ſpecified ;—and' tho the united cries of the [ 
people at laſt baniſhed the favourite from the 
ſtage of action, yet there i is but too great reaſon 
to fear that he ſtill prompts behind the ſcenes, 
as the ſame ſyſtem has been invariably purſued 
by his ſucceſſors. | No times indeed could be 
more favourable to the Premier for the execu- 
tion of his prqjects. Corruption, like a rapid 
Torrent; ſeemed to bear down _ thing before 
*. 5 it. 


= * 


it. We has concluded. PTY war, aud 

6 laid the foundation of a peace which might 

have immortal iaed the name of Englond: Lulled 

with the viſionary hopes of golden days to 
come, we little ſuſpected what ſchemes were 
concerted for our deſtruction, and that while 

aur arms had beyond example aggrandized us 
f in the eyes of all the world, we were upon the 
brink of WY our "my exiſtence as a free 
P _ | 5 
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U "my 1 1 i with 
Abele Wo. practices, I muſt at the ſame time 
acknowledge that we ourſelves were unthink-- 
ingly. acceſſary to out on fate. After the 
burthen and fatigues of à long war, the minds 
of the people ſeemed voluntarily to ſink into 

ſupineneſs and inſenſibility: The repeated cties | 
of danger from a few perſons of more than 
ordinary vigilance and diſcernajent, had for a 


Jong tine no more effect upon us, than thoſe 
Mi „ 
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ö 
_ of: Cuff upon the - infatuated; Trajatits 
| What! alſu contributed à great deal to this 

change of manners amongſt us, was the intro⸗ 
duction of. Eaſtern niches, and. Eaſtern luxury; 
and tho our conſtitution is better formed for 
duration than bat of the Reman ſtate, yet will 
lunury have the ſame temporary effect * | 
—— upon * zo 
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hands: During the late war the: weight aud 
ſupp art of government lay chiefly, upon the 
landed part of the nation, and many gentlemen 
of ſmall fortunes, from thoſe, and ſuch like 
oauſes, were obliged to fell their eſtates; Others 
again, to ſave appearances, and keep pace with 
the extravagance of the times, had recourſe to 
gaming, to the ruin of themſelves and families: 
Nor did government itſelf ſcruple to ſhew the 
example of this worſt of vices, by giving ſuch 
Ed in the lottery, To fo ſcan- 
21;ö;F 
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 dalous @ pitch has gaming * paste 4. 
rived,” that I am told the late Premier has not 
bluſhed to put off the buſineſs of the . 


attend Ae or a eee 10 c9:Bob - 
no EHC f 15544 ; 10 ity 1 


Ui vr tive here aſa ſuperficially run over 
be crimes of the miniſter, and the ray 
of the times, having neither leiſure 'nor-mate- 
trials for ſo copious a ſubject. We have, how- 
ever, as yet eſcaped the diſaſter that threatened | 
| | Nothing could have ſaved us from perdition 
but the beſt planned ſyſtem of government that 
human wiſdom" ever invented; tho' it is ſtill 
neceſſary to keep the moſt watchful eye upon 
our liberties, for che grievances complained of, 
ſo far from abating, ſeem in many inſtances 
to have increaſed. A timely oppoſition has 
indeed ſhewed itſelf in many parts of the king- 
dom, but our juſt. complaints, owing to the 
unhappy influence that ſill prevails, have. been 


| eee with diſdain. Let 9 hot be 
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diſcauraged. The Hydra of Deſpotiim can 
only be overcome by a virtuous and ſteady per- 
ſeverance: The times require it of us; and 1 
hope that no man, who has engaged in defence 
of the liberties of his country, will daſtardly with- 
draw himſelf for any ill ſucceſs he may have met 
with, or the appearance of danger. The deep- 
laid plan of our enemies cannot be overturned 
in a day. The corruption of the people can 
only be cured by the good example of their ſu- * 
periors: This is the moſt ſpeedy remedy; for 


the precepts of divines or other teachers, work 
by ſlow and almoſt imperceptible degrees the 


former remedy I will venture to ſay is op 
oo and efficacious. * 


2 92 5 cotruption of the people, and the ill 
effects of mal · adminiſtration, are ſo nearly con- 
nected, that I could, not mention the one with- | 
out taking notice of the other: Indeed my plan 12 


” required it, to ſhey how eaſy it is for ill- de- 
I 


ſigning 


a a will anſwer littie purpoſe Wh 
« [T7739 men, 
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Genin men, in the times of depravity, to defeat 
the puf poſes of tue beſt of governments. The 
eure of the body politic, as I before obferved;: 
entirely depends upon à ſteady and virtucus 


oppoſition, in all ranks, to bad men and bad 
meaſures. It is not now a time to ſtand : neuter 
and inactive, and none but the ignorant, the 


felfſh, or the puſillanimous will do fo; \ + We 


are upon a troubled ſea, and every hand muſt 


be employed to fave us from ſhipwreck. Hap- 
pi for this country there are ſome in both 


Houſes of Patliament, Wh have manfully 


ſtemmed the tide of ſtate. corruption, wWbo were 
not to be dazzled by the ſun-ſhine of a court, 
or deluded by the promiſes or hopes of a re- 


ward: They generouſly preferred the intereſt. - 
of their country to the tarniſhed honors and ; 


and titles of a long liſt of proftituted names. 15 
But until there is à proper repteſentation « of the by 


people in the Houſe of Cbramo 
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men, revntrddy wu che ancient aa of Falls : 
ment, are fure of their ſeats for ſeven years, 
our liberties are far from bring ne 
hands: - wat vim sag - 4 a03a48- 
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Repreſentatives of the people, I will not ſeruple 


to ſay, that it was an infringement upon the 


Rights of their C—nſ—ents; and after what 


has lately happened, I ſhould not at all be f mY 
prized if the preſent — H. of of C 
mons ſhould declare, t their coprel nta on 
was not for ſeven, but ſeventeen years. 0 11 
you dannot get quit of that ſwarm of place - 
men and penſioners that  infeſt the Houſe, 
and procure triennial Parliaments, there will be 


little hopes of a change for the better. For 
my on part Ido not ſee the impropriety at a | 
future election for the E rs to declare, that | 
they only empower their Mrs to repreſent 
Le and three years; certainly they have a 
21 


right 5 


* un by 

| night: to 550 Ahe ; and if, after * 
| elapſed; the Houſe ſhould venture to make 
ann declaration te the contrary, I apprehend. 


that the P- ple may then legally proceed to 
ſecond choice, and not ſuffer their Re——t—g 
to affume to themſelves a right which is only 
inherear in the colleRive — of the W 
by”: 1 HAVE Bere only drawn a haſty and imper- 
4 & ſketch of that particular influence which 
1 8 Iready endangered and threatens the utter 
ſfubverſion of our conſtitution; for to enter 
into particulare, or to refer to facts as they 
happened, would fill up a volume inſtead of a 
letter. I only mean to urge you to that atten- 
tion which the precarious ſituation of your 
liberty demands, and which, if neglected, will 
bring inevitable ruin upon yourſelves, and your 
poſterity. Your own ſafety, the honour and 
dignity of the nation, call upbn you to exert 
your utmoſt endeavours to repel the iniquitous 
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not be deceived. F) : 


W 


aca of thoſe men, ho, Gals 1 0 ** be 


and venal motives, are aiming at your exclu- | E E 
' fion from all ſhare in legiſlation. The eyes of 


all-thoſe honeſt Freeholders who ſigned. the 


petition for this county, are particularly fixed 
upon you, Sir, to whom this letter is principally _ 5 
addreſſed. The cool, ſteady, and honourable part 
you took in the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, | 


makes them diſtinguiſh you as one of the 
Guardians of their Liberties; and I flatter mie] = 
ſelf that you will join with your friends ig An 
unwearied perſeverance, and be — 
in conjunction with them, to avull yourſelf f 


every conſtitutional method for redreſſing our 5 I 
preſent accumulated grievances. This is what 


* war 


is expected of you, and in this 1 0 we ſhall — 55 
Sept, 1 5, 1770  FABRICIOS, Jun. 
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